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Man killed
in Richlands
area wreck
By Mike McHugh
The Daily News

A man killed in a Thursday night wreck has not been
identified.
A 2007 Dodge Intrepid driven
by an unrestrained driver
without any other passengers
drove off the right-side of the
roadway into a culvert where
it struck a tree near the intersection of Bannerman’s Mill
and Fowler Manning Road
around 8:14 p.m. Thursday in
Richlands, according to N.C.
State Highway Patrol Trooper

C. Matos.
The driver has not been
identified by law enforcement
officials pending next of kin
notification.
Alcohol and speed were factors in the wreck, which is
under investigation, according
to information from the highway patrol.
The Daily News was at the
scene Friday morning where
shards of broken plastic automobile parts littered the point
where the car came to rest.
See WRECK, A4

Onslow County Purchasing Director Laura Jones points out some of the available computer-related items
currently for sale at the county’s warehouse surplus store. [AMANDA THAMES/THE DAILY NEWS]

7 things to know about the
Onslow Surplus Warehouse
By Amanda Thames
The Daily News

Broken car parts litter the eastbound shoulder of Fowler Manning Road
Friday morning after a 2007 Dodge Intrepid crashed Thursday evening
killing the only occupant in the vehicle. N.C. State Highway Patrol have
been unable to identify the male driver. [MIKE MCHUGH/THE DAILY NEWS]

Holly Ridge council,
mayor candidates
forum scheduled
By Amanda Thames

If you go

The Daily News

If there’s a question you
need answered before you hit
the polls, make sure to attend
the Holly Ridge Town Council
candidate forum.
As far as town hall knows, all
of the candidates are scheduled
to be at the forum.
The candidates for mayor are
incumbent Anita Dingler and
Lance Sustaita and the candidates for the two open seats
on the council are incumbent
Gregory Hines and new candidates Kelly Collins and Calvin
Sniff.
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What: Holly Ridge Town Council
candidate forum
When: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Where: Holly Ridge Community
Center, located at 404 Sound Road

The forum will be pretty laid
back, said Holly Ridge Town
Clerk Heather Reynolds, and
the questions asked of the candidates will depend on what
questions the community has.
See COUNCIL, A4
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The warehouse lights shine on the
laminated dust jackets that identify
the books on the shelves as formerly
belonging to the library, and though
the $0.25 library books are one of
the main draws at the surplus store,
there’s a lot more it has to offer.
Homer Spring, who was searching
for Stephanie Plum novels on CDs for
his wife, said he’s basically outfitted his classroom at Infant of Prague
Catholic School with used items from
the Onslow County Surplus Store.
The items come in from the 30 different Onslow County departments
when that department no long has
use for the item or items, said Onslow

Purchasing Director Laura Jones.
Pulling out a computer, Spring
flipped it over and showed how finding the product code can help refit
the laptop with an operating system.
Though the hard drives have been
removed, Spring said he’s found $5-10
replacements and when he throws in a
$5 charging cord he’s got a computer
in his hands that may last another
five-to-six years for less than $40.
The hard drives are pulled out of
every laptop and tablet sold in the
store since they’re coming from government agencies, said Alex Douglas,
a warehouse assistant for the county’s purchasing and contracting
department.

If you go
What: Onslow
County
Surplus
Warehouse
Store
Where: 1909
Onslow
Drive Ext.,
Jacksonville
When: 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and
Thursdays

See SURPLUS, A4

Onslow pony could have one of worst
mosquito-transmitted diseases
By Amanda Thames
The Daily News

It’s possible an Onslow
County pony has one of
the most severe mosquitotransmitted diseases: Eastern
Equine Encephalitis, or EEE.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention list
EEE as being one of the worst
diseases transmitted by mosquitoes, with about 33 percent
of cases ending in death and
most survivors left with significant brain damage.
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However, the CDC said the
disease is also rarely found in
people and only a few cases
are reported in the United
States annually.
The Onslow County Health
Department sent out a press
release Friday saying a “presumptive diagnosis” of EEE
had been given to the pony.
What that means is it’s been
proven the pony has at some
point had exposure to EEE and
the pony is currently showing
symptoms of EEE but it has
not been confirmed that the

pony currently has EEE, the
department’s Community
Relations Officer Pam Brown
said.
The department is not
releasing where in the county
the pony lives, Brown said,
because they want everyone
to be vigilant and not shrug it
off if they don’t live close to
the area.
No humans have been
infected, according to the
release, but humans can get
See PONY, A4
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OBITUARIES
Daily News Obit Policy
The Daily News provides
obituary notices free of
charge. Paid obituaries are
furnished with photos and a
contributed article. For our
full policy, visit Legacy.com/
obituaries/jdnews/
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Orange spray paint indicating points along the
Intrepid’s fatal path were
visible as well as tire tracks

marked in the grass show
the direction of the vehicle.
From these indicators, the
Intrepid was traveling east
on Fowler Manning Road
when the driver failed to
negotiate a soft left-hand
turn in the roadway at the
intersection of Bannerman’s
Mill Road. The vehicle then

drifted onto the right hand,
sloping shoulder where it
traveled approximately 100
feet before it grazed the trunk
of a pine tree then continued
another 150 feet striking a
residential driveway before
coming to rest in front of
two homes in the 300 block
of Fowler Manning Road.

down any questions they
have anonymously on a
piece of paper given to
the moderator, Reynolds
said.
The moderator will pose
the questions to the candidates and Reynolds said
they’ll likely each answer
the question, which is

what’s been done in year’s
past.
The Greater Topsail
Chamber of Commerce is
hosting the forum, Reynolds said, and it is open to
the public.
For more information
call Holly Ridge Town Hall
at 910-329-7081.

the children’s books.
In addition the store
sometimes has clothing,
hats, and cell phones left
behind in the Albert J. Ellis
Airport’s lost and found.
Those items are currently
sitting next to flip phones
and Droids the county no
longer needs.
Here’s what you need to
know about shopping at the
warehouse.
1. The items offered vary,
but it’s basically anything
you’d expect to find in an
office building, like chairs,
tables, desks, filing cabinets, computer-related
items, printers, bookcases,
and other items like vacuums and gun holsters and

empty binders.
2. The library drops off
books at the surplus store
that sell for $0.25 each. The
children’s books are separated from the adult books
but they are not listed in
order and new items are
added to fill holes rather
than in a specific place, so
come prepared to search.
3. The prices are predetermined and listed
either on hanging sheets
or sheets taped to the item.
The items that were in the
store as of late Wednesday included: $5 chairs,
$30 large filing cabinets,
$20 desks, $25 laptops and
tablets, $10 gun holsters,
and $10 digital cameras,

Pearly Crews
ROCKY POINT — Pearly
Crews, 90, of Rocky Point died
Oct. 10, 2017, at New Hanover
Regional Medical Center.
Funeral will be held at 3 p.m.
Sunday at Hill’s Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, Rocky
Point. Viewing will be from
5 to 7 p.m. tonight at Nixon
Lewis Funeral Home, Burgaw.

COUNCIL
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Those in attendance
will meet and greet with
the candidates before the
forum begins and write
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CHARLOTTE

3 NC gang members
guilty in SC deaths
Three gang members
from North Carolina have
been found guilty for their
roles in killing a couple in
South Carolina.
Federal prosecutors
said a jury returned guilty
verdicts for racketeering
Friday against Randall
Hankins, Nana Adoma and
Ahkeem McDonald.
Authorities say the three
were in a gang that ordered
the killing of Doug and
Debbie London at their
home near Lake Wylie,

South Carolina, in October 2014.
Doug London had shot
gang member Jamell Cureton as he tried to rob his
Charlotte mattress store
at gunpoint five months
before the killings.
Authorities say the
wounded robber was a
gang member who ordered
the couple killed. Cureton
pleaded guilty to avoid the
death penalty.
All three defendants
could face life in prison
when they are sentenced
later.
The Associated Press

Naida Swain
NEWPORT — Naida Lyon
Swain, 88, of Newport died
Oct. 12, 2017, at Carteret
Health Care. Celebration of
life will be held at a later date.
Arrangements by Munden
Funeral Home, Morehead City.

Glenwood Avery
NEW BERN — Glenwood Ray
Avery, 68, of New Bern died
Oct. 12, 2017, at CarolinaEast
Medical Center. Arrangements will be announced
by Rivers-Morgan Funeral
Home, New Bern.

Joseph Ward
VANCEBORO — Joseph C.
Ward, 86, of Vanceboro died
Oct. 13, 2017. at Pruitt HealthTrent. Arrangements will be
announced by Trinity Memorial Funeral Home, Kinston.

SURPLUS
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Spring bought most of
the laptops in his classroom from the store as well
as the tables his laptops sit
on. The 12 chairs he bought
to put with the tables only
cost him $20 total.
Though the electronics
are appealing, Douglas and
Warehouse Assistant Dan
Nagy agreed the books are
extremely popular. There
are some regulars they
see every couple of weeks
grabbing good novels and
teachers love to stock up on

PONY
Continued from A1

Mitch LaCroix
HUBERT — Mitch Kevin
LaCroix, 49, of Hubert died
Oct. 12, 2017, at Vidant
Medical Center. Memorial
will be held at 11 a.m. today
at Brooks Funeral Home,
Morehead City. Survivors
include son, Calvin LaCroix
of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania; mother, Stella “Sue”
Phillips and husband Bart,
of Defuniak Springs Florida;
stepmother, Letha “Honey”
LaCroix of Swansboro;
stepbrothers, William “Bill”
Willis III of Beaufort, Christopher Council of Raleigh.

John Compton Jr.
DURHAM — John Compton Jr.,
55, of Durham died Oct. 11,
2017, at Duke Medical Center.
Memorial will be held at 4 p.m.
Oct. 21 at Munden Funeral
Home, Morehead City. Family
will receive friends one hour
before the service.

EEE through mosquitoes.
“Although it is a rare
disease, we want people
to be aware of it because if
a pony in Onslow County
has been infected, that
means the disease is
present in some local
mosquitoes,” Brown
wrote in the release.
The CDC lists the
sudden onset of headache,
high fever, chills, and
vomiting as symptoms of
EEE. The illness may then
progress into disorientation, seizures, and coma,
according to the CDC.
“EEE can be a dangerous disease, so we urge
anyone who has these
symptoms to contact
their medical provider
quickly,” Brown wrote.
There is no vaccine
for EEE for humans and
no cure for the disease,
only treatment for the

symptoms, according to
the release, but there is
a vaccine for horses and
horse owners should talk
to their veterinarians.
The best proactive approach to take is
prevent being bit by a
mosquito, Health Director Angela Lee wrote in
the release, and offered
these tips:
• Use insect repellent
• Wear long-sleeved
shirts and pants when
possible
• Make sure window
screens don’t have any
holes
• Empty anything in or
around your home that
has standing water in it
• Change the water in
your pet’s drinking bowls
and in bird baths every
few days
• Cover or drain child
swimming pools when
they’re not in use
Reporter Amanda Thames
can be reached at 910219-8467 or Amanda.
Thames@JDNews.com

however some prices vary
by specific item.
4. Forms of payment
accepted are cash or local
check with a valid ID, no
cards, and all sales are final.
5. The store is open from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays only, as the store is
something done for the
community and not a main
aspect of the county’s purchasing department.
6. The store is located
at 1909 Onslow Drive Ext.
in Jacksonville behind
the Department of Social
Services.
7. Additional items, like
land and vehicles, are sold
in electronic auctions at

GovDeals.com and are
posted as they become available. The county currently
has 23 pieces of real property
listed on the site, which are
available through payment
directly to Gov Deals with
a Buyer’s Premium applied.
For more information visit
the store in person or go to
OnslowCountyNC.gov, and
check out the photo gallery
showcasing some of the
items currently in stock.
If you see something you
like, act quick. Jones said it
may not last long.
Reporter Amanda Thames
can be reached at 910219-8467 or Amanda.
Thames@JDNews.com

